
Discovery Community School 

Steering Meeting Notes 
February 5, 2015, 6:30pm 

Location: Sandburg Library 

 

6:35p  WELCOME    Rachel/Susan 

 

6:35p  PRINCIPAL’S REPORT    Heather 

 Islandwood kids returned today—wet but wonderful 

 State testing in April and May  

o Teachers are going to have students practice so that they are comfortable 
with the format 

o Exact dates will appear in The Informer 

o Students will only test in the morning, not the afternoon 

o Students will do fine on state testing 

 Recess ball issue update 

o Fence will be raised 
o No balls allowed from home 

o Two footballs are designated for recess; one ball for games; one for flyers up 

 

6:40p  TEACHER’S REPORT  Diane  

 

 Diane reiterated that students will be well-prepared for state testing 

 Youngers wrote welcome notes to returning Olders—Olders were happy to get notes 

 

6:45p  TREASURER’S REPORT  Cris/Matt     

 

 No current report 

 checks from Islandwood have been received but not yet deposited 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

6:47p  NEW BUSINESS   Rachel/Susan   45 minutes 

 Janet-update on DCS Lottery 

o Took 92 applicants for 7 spots 

o Some of the parents contacted are still considering whether to accept the 

offer 
 A DCS2 Facebook group has been created and populated with some pictures from 

the DCS site—with student pictures. Several parents concerned about this. Jennifer 

agreed to contact the group and ask them to remove the pictures. 

 Upcoming Budget Process—Susan wants to remind us about budget discussions. 

The budget will begin soon to be approved in the community meeting in March 

o Budget to be prepared by Cris/Matt 
 Islandwood—Amy. Groups led by college-aged students. Students learned a great 

deal about teamwork, the world of nature, stacking dishes, among others. Thanks 

to Cheryl and parent chaperones for all their work. 

 Survey Results from Survey Monkey 



 







 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 

o 61 people participated 

o Evenly distributed between each of three classes 

 Some discussion on the survey results 

o Some people talked about how difficult it is to have both parents attend 
o Some wanted individual teacher breakout sessions 

o Some felt we could work more on community building 

o Some commented on the need for meetings to be more organized 

o possibly small group breakout sessions in the future and other ways for 

people to introduce themselves 



o a concerned raised about the purpose of steering 

o Some comments on common core and curriculum—we discussed that 

curriculum is not open for discussion. DCS teachers teach the approved 

district curriculum. Concerns about curriculum and common core should be 
brought to teachers and principal 

o survey results will be printed and shared with community at next meeting 

 Susan proposed that the October community meeting should focus primarily on 

community building. Kids would come to this meeting. 

 Discussion whether to keep the January community meeting 

o It’s a busy time with info nights—both DCS’s and other middle schools 
o Some argued that the January meeting is important with Winter Event 

coming up 

o Most wanted to keep the January meeting 

o Possibility to have a guest speaker or to make it a community building night 

 Discussion to have more opportunities to have the kids come to community 

meetings or to provide babysitting. 
 Janet explained that recently more and more people are confused about what a 

choice school is and they are not sure how we are different from other public or 

private school. Discussed how to address this concern—on website, on info night  

 Discuss New Teacher Hiring Process (Heather): district process. We hire from the 

district pool. Teachers across district can opt to be put on transfer list. Based on 

seniority, these teachers get to transfer to schools with open spots. Heather 

interviews those on transfer list who are interested in coming to DCS. She is honest 
with them about some of the challenges of teaching at DCS (multiage classrooms, 

for instance). If the transfer list doesn’t pan out, then we move to a hiring process, 

but transfers get priority. DCS teachers and Heather brainstorm what are the 

qualities of potential candidates. They turn these into questions to use during 

interview process. 

 

8:00p  COMMUNITY BUILDING  Cariann    5 minutes 

 Summer Swim Event. Cariann called City of Kirkland. Cost going up $10, will be 

$340 for two hours. Discussed if Saturday evening or Sunday morning would be 

best. Steering suggested Saturday evening. It will be scheduled in August. Date tbd 

 Summer Picnic. Most people preferred OO Denny during weekday evenings. Date 

tbd. 

 

8:10p  COMMUNITY OUTREACH  Renee            10 minutes 

 Outreach programs update: big changes coming. Some confusion over Sandburg 

and DSC events. We didn’t get enough food for the November baskets—and had to 

tap into budget to fill the baskets. We also haven’t had much participation this year. 

Renee suggests we select five major events and focus on those.  

 Discussed whether to keep the sandwich making project. Several people expressed 
how important this activity is. Renee agreed to do it.  

 She also suggested that we join Sandburg in the major outreach activities (food 

drives, shoe drives, etc.)  

 Renee also emphasized how important it is for students to be involved. Steering 

approved money for sandwiches and books to be donated to charity. Students will 

have a read-a-thon. Details will come soon 
 Also discussed ways to get more people to participate in comm outreach. We need 

to stress this more during Info Night. Discussed email, facebook, and one-on-one 

encouragement  



 

8:30p  ENRICHMENT   Julie     5 minutes 

 Friday Specials Update: Classes start tomorrow: art, photo, hip hop, and skits 

o 21 kids wanted Winter Special support as first choice—but this was cancelled 
due to complications with the using the equipment and stage (there is a class 

that meets on stage) 

 We might be able to do a class like this after school 

o Everyone got their first or second choice 

o Still need more helpers, got some but not many 

o We will need more for spring 
o Website sign-up worked out well 

 

8:40p  FUNDRAISING   Lindsay    5 minutes  

 Raffle Prizes Update: sent email about prizes but only a few responses 

o Met with committee to brainstorm ideas 

o already have a few gift card 
o still working on completing packages/baskets 

o Will likely be smaller scale this year 

o Still need more donations 

o Hope to have more kid-focused prizes, not just 

o 2/28 is deadline for donations 

o Next year we will be working more closely with Sandburg with fundraising 

 Grant Writing Membership-GrantStation (John K.): John belongs to a tech non 
profit. John purchased a grant writing program membership for $99 that simplifies 

the grant writing process (normally $700). Thanks John. More details to come. 

 

8:55p  ADJOURN     

 

No Reports this month: 

 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR Shelley 

COMMUNICATIONS   John 

 

 


